


Introduction

•Why is long term coastal change relevant?

•What data can we use to help us understand 
coastal change?

• Assessing data and validating data sets

• Contribution to spatial planning



Why is long term coastal change relevant?



What data can we use to help us understand 
coastal change?

• Palaeo-environmental data and 

archaeology

•Art

•Maps and charts

• Historical documents and photographs













DATABASES/ HERITAGE 
ARCHIVES
• Local Historic Environment 

Record (Cornwall)
• National Historic Record 

(Heritage Gateway)
• Linked regional heritage data 

(via Heritage Gateway)
• Archaeology Data Service
• Wreck data – Wrecksite.eu
• Historic England Peat 

database
STUDIES & PUBLICATIONS
• Rapid coastal zone 

assessment
• Proceedings of the Cornwall 

Archaeology Society
• South West Archaeological 

Research Framework





Criteria Description

Accuracy of 
Artistic Style

Caricaturist and Genre works, Picturesque 
Landscapes, Marine and Shipping Subjects, 
Topographical Artworks including beach 
and coastal scenery, and Topographical 
Artworks with a Pre-Raphaelite influence. 

Most 
advantageous 
medium

1: ‘Copper Plate Engravings’
2: ‘Oil Paintings’
3: ‘Oil Paintings - Norwich School & Pre-
Raphaelite’
4: ‘Steel Plate Engravings and Aquatints’
5: ‘Lithographs, Pencil drawings and 
Watercolour Drawings’.
6: ‘Watercolour Drawings by Pre-
Raphaelite Artists & Followers’.

Value of 
subject 
matter

General coastal views, detailed view of the 
beach/cliff etc, very detailed appreciation 
of shoreline position

Value of time 
period

Dutch Golden Age (17th century 
paintings), 1840-1880 (Victorian coastal 
development period), 1880-1930 (Late 
Victorian, Edwardian and later coastal 
development period)   

Art



Landslip Cliff Town, Southend on Sea c.1870









Criteria Description

Topographic 
Accuracy

Types and scale of depicted 
elements. Divided into 
estuaries (or tidal basins), cliff 
coasts and sand (or dune) 
coasts.

Geometric 
Accuracy

The positioning of a map in a 
global coordinate system and 
distances. 

Chronometric 
Accuracy

The date of the map, use of 
terrain measurements and 
whether the map is an 
original or a copy. 

Maps and charts

1604



1697











Criteria Description

Purpose (non-scoring) Private, touristic, scientific, unknown

Coastal View Used if cultural heritage features are not depicted, then 
divided into general view, semi-general view and detailed 
view

Heritage View Used if the image does contain heritage features, divided
into what it can tell us about chronology

Quality Current state of the image, poor, medium, good. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC SCORING



1852

1900

1885







Assessing data and validating data sets





https://sarcc.maritimearchaeologytrust.org/

https://sarcc.maritimearchaeologytrust.org/
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